Spanish
Explorers

Finding Florida Instead of
the Fabled Fountain of Youth

Ricky threw the frisbee as hard as he could. His
dog ran along the sand and jumped up, catching the
frisbee between his teeth just as the wave hit him.
Ricky laughed and waited for his dad to catch up to
him.

“Isn’t this great?” Ricky said, laughing as he
tried to dodge the wave crawling up the beach.
“Who knew the beach could be so fun?”

“It is fun, isn’t it? But I bet you don’t know the
history of this beach.” Ricky’s father pulled the
frisbee from the dog’s mouth and threw it toward
the waves again.

Ricky dug his toes into the sand. “No, what do
you mean?”’

Ricky’s father smiled and sat, patting the sand
next to him. Ricky sat and listened.

“Hundreds of years before you were born, in
1513, a man named Juan Ponce de Ledn sailed from
Spain to find the land called Bimini. Legend had
it that Bimini was the location of the Fountain of
Youth, which would restore the youth of all those
who drank from or bathed in the water. But instead

World before he landed here in Florida. He sailed
with one of the most famous explorers ever. Can
you guess who?”

“Christopher Columbus?”

“That’s right. Ponce de Le6n was part of the
crew on Columbus’s second voyage to America in
1493.

of landing on the fabled Bimini, he landed on the

sandy beach just south of Cape Canaveral, where

we are sitting now. He named it Florida, probably
because it was the Easter season (Pascua Florida),
and there were flowers everywhere.

“Ponce de Ledn did not find the Fountain of
Youth. So a few months after arriving, he sailed
back to Spain, where he told the king of the
beautiful land he saw. Everyone in the king’s
court believed that all Ponce de Le6n had to
do was return with more ships, and great
treasures would belong to Spain. Ponce
de Ledn wanted to return to Florida
for treasure, but many people think
he also wanted to keep looking
for the Fountain of
Youth.

“Here’s
something else I bet
you didn’t know.
Ponce de Le6n had
been to the New

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Florida Next Generation Sunshine State Standards: SS.4.A.1.1: Analyze primary and secondary resources to identify significant individuals and events throughout Florida history.
SS.4.A.1.2: Synthesize information related to Florida history through print and electronic media. SS.4.A.2.1: Compare American Indian tribes in Florida. SS.4.A.3.1: Identify explorers who came

to Florida and the motivations for their expeditions. SS.4.A.3.2: Describe causes and effects of European colonization on the American Indian tribes of Florida. SS.4.A.3.6: Identify the effects of
Spanish rule in Florida. SS.4.A.3.7: Identify nations (Spain, France, England) that controlled Florida before it became a United States territory. SS.4.A.6.1: Describe the economic development of
Florida’s major industries. SS.4.A.9.1: Utilize timelines to sequence key events in Florida history. SS.4.G.1.1: Identify physical features of Florida. SS.4.G.1.2: Locate and label cultural features on a
Florida map. SS.4.G.1.3: Explain how weather impacts Florida. SS.4.G.1.4: Interpret political and physical maps using map elements (title, compass rose, cardinal directions, intermediate directions,
symbols, legend, scale, longitude, latitude).
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through Florida and Georgia and
Hernando de Soto TIMELINE
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Hernando de Soto (above right) explored Florida and later became s

the first European to see the Mississippi River (above left).
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ACROSS
I 2. three reasons explorers came to the |

New World [

I 4. his men searched for him for a year
but never found him

5. first European to find the Mississippi
River I
6. the only member of the Narvaez
I group toreturn to Spain after being a |
prisoner of American Indians

[
DOWN
11, one who conquers other nations to get [
I gold and glory [
3. the explorer who named Florida

As you read this week’s lesson, circle or highlight all
proper nouns with any color pen or highlighter. This
will help you find some of the crossword answers and
get ready for this week’s test.

Courage

Ponce de Ledn showed
courage as he chose to
explore Florida. There are times when you have shown
the courage to do something. Before you begin to write,
think about a time you showed courage. Now write to
tell about a time you showed courage.

Use any color to highlight three relative adverbs (where, when,
why) in this week’s magazine. Underline the clause that contains
the relative adverb and circle the noun that the clause modifies.
(LAFS.4.1.1.1)

Use the timeline on page 3 to find the difference
between each different Spanish explorer’s arrival in
Florida. Remember, finding the difference in math terms
mean to

s _btr_ ¢ |

(Fill in the missing letters.)

Teachers:
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. Who were the three most important Spanish

explorers of Florida?

. Why did explorers come to the New World?
. Which explorer landed near the Manatee

River and then explored La Florida, finally
discovering the Mississippi River before he
died?

. Did explorers find gold in Florida?
. Which European explorer was the first to find

La Florida?

. What does respect mean?
. How are dolphins and porpoises alike? How are

they different?
Compare and contrast the Florida counties of
Sarasota, DeSoto and Manatee.

If you'd like to make any editorial comments about our paper, please write to us at

support@studiesweekly.com.




