
Summary of the Week: This week will focus on how the turn of the 20th century in
Alabama brought about many changes. This week students will learn about these
changes, particularly as they relate to education, architecture, civil rights, and more.

Social Studies Standards:
E-H-CG-10: Analyze social and educational changes during the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries for their impact on Alabama.
Examples: social—implementation of the Plessey versus Ferguson “separate but not
equal” court decision, birth of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) educational—establishment of normal schools and landgrant colleges
such as Huntsville Normal School (Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical [A&M]
University), Agricultural and Mechanical College of Alabama (Auburn University),
Tuskegee Normal and Industrial Institute (Tuskegee University), Lincoln Normal School
(Alabama State University)

● Explaining the development and changing role of industry, trade, and agriculture
in Alabama during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, including the
rise of Populism

● Explaining the Jim Crow laws
● Identifying Alabamians who made contributions in the fields of science,

education, the arts, politics, and business during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries

Essential Questions: How did life change in Alabama in the early 20th century?

Vocabulary:
normal schools: schools created to train teachers

Notes for Teacher:
1. The sequencing of the articles this week was designed to both scaffold and build

upon each other.
2. We live in the 21st century, or the years that cover the 2000s (2000 to 2100). When

we talk about the "20th century," we are referring to the years that span the 1900s
(1900-1999).
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Well-Being Questions:
● What is a consequence (good or bad) of a choice you have made today?
● How do your choices impact your happiness?

Let’s Write: At the end of the week, ask students to review the articles and information
that they learned this week. Instruct students to write a one- to two-paragraph summary
of what they learned and found interesting this week. They should include specific details
from the articles. If time permits, allow students to share their writing with a partner or
small group.

Weekly Assessment Questions:
1. Which of the following was not one of the Populist Party’s ideas?

a. lower railroad rates on farm products
b. put more money into circulation
c. repeal the 17th Amendment
d. allow all voters to vote on U.S. senators

2. What two new kinds of schools were founded in Alabama in 1872?
a. culinary school and journalism college
b. performing arts school and political science college
c. theology school and anthropology college
d. normal school and land grant college

3. What was Booker T. Washington’s new educational idea?
a. frequent testing
b. learning by doing
c. mind palace technique
d. mind-body connection

4. How many years passed between when Pattie Ruffner Jacobs started the
Birmingham Equal Suffrage Association and when women received the right to
vote?

a. 3
b. 6
c. 9
d. 12

5. What is a dogtrot house?
a. a building next to a dog race track
b. a house with a dog kennel out back
c. a house just a “dog trot” away from Main Street
d. a house where early settlers lived

6. How did some Southern governments find a way to discriminate against African
Americans after the Civil War?

a. They rewrote their constitution.
b. They snuck discriminatory laws into larger Congressional bills.
c. They closed down the State Ethics Administration buildings.
d. They kept using pre-Civil War law books.

7. Approximately how many African American soldiers served between 1917–1919 in
World War II?

a. 3,500
b. 35,000
c. 350,000

A New Century | Week 20



20.3

d. 3,500,000
8. Which person started first grade as a 33-year-old, but ended up becoming a

teacher in Africa?
a. Richmond Pearson Hobson
b. W. C. Handy
c. Helen Keller
d. Maria Fearing

9. Fill in the blank: Helen Keller was the first deaf and blind person to graduate from
college.

Distractors: preschool; high school; middle school
10. True or false: Jim Crow laws were laws segregating and discriminating against

African Americans.
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Student Edition Week 20
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Article Background Information: Students may not be familiar with political parties or how
they have changed over time. This article discusses the impact of the Populist Party and
how they changed America by advocating for a more fair taxation system (and more). It
is worth noting to students that the information in this article helps them understand what
was happening in America during this time and people had concerns just like people still
do today.

Article 1: The Dawn of the 20th Century
Word Count: 444

Lesson Plan:
1. Have the students read the article title.

a. How long is a century? (100 years)
b. What meaning does the word “dawn” mean to you? (the start of something

new)
2. Write today's date on the board and ask them what century they think they live in.

Allow students to respond. Tell students they live in the 21st century. Discuss with the
class how we figure out what century we are in.

3. Ask students to think about how life has changed in America since the turn of the
20th century (the years 1900-2000). Allow for time to have students brainstorm as a
class or with a partner.

4. Write the words Populist Party on the board and ask the students what type of party
they think this is. Tell the students that they will work as a group to define this term.

5. Divide the class into six groups and assign each group a paragraph in the article.
Instruct students to read their assigned paragraph and complete their section of
the graphic organizer Notes, Questions, Ideas.

6. Next, put the students into new groups so there is a member from each paragraph
in the group. Encourage students to share what they have written on their graphic
organizer with the class and others write down information on their own organizers.

7. Under the words Populist Party on the board, create a bullet list as a class of key
ideas around the topic.

8. Allow for time for teacher clarification and to answer any questions.

Article Assessment Questions:
1. Why was the Populist Party started?

a. to address the needs of factory workers and farmers
b. to address the growth of the population
c. to make the U.S. a more popular country
d. to address the needs of African Americans

2. The _______________ Party never won seats in the state government.
a. Republican
b. Democratic
c. Populist
d. executive

3. Which Populist Party ideas did the Democrats use?
a. ban imports from Canada
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b. build an agricultural museum in Montgomery
c. raise factory workers’ wages
d. lower railroad rates on farm products

Materials Needed:
Graphic organizer Notes, Questions, Ideas

Online Related Media (Explore More): N/A

Article Background Information: Students may not be familiar with the term “normal
schools.” It is important to explain to students that the meanings behind words change as
societies change. In this case, “normal” refers to schools that trained people to become
teachers. Today, teachers attend college or universities for this training and the word
“normal” is no longer used in this context.

Article 2: Education and Culture
Word Count: 624

Lesson Plan:
1. Ask students to read the article with a partner. Have students alternate reading the

paragraphs.
2. As they read the article, have them highlight locations or places in one color and

highlight information that they find interesting or important in another color.
3. Create a list on the board of schools the students highlighted while reading.

a. State Normal School College became the University of North Alabama
b. Marion became the Alabama State University
c. Huntsville Normal and Industrial School became the Alabama Agricultural

and Mechanical School
d. Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical School became Auburn University
e. Hampton College
f. Tuskegee Institute
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g. Mount Meigs School for Boys
h. an industrial school for girls

4. Next, have students complete the graphic organizer Education and Culture.
Students should use examples from the text in their notes.

5. Have students write an opinion paper. The topic is education is important in
Alabama.

Article Assessment Questions:
1. A normal school is a _______________.

a. non-specialized school
b. school for students who aren’t planning to go to college
c. school for teachers
d. school for the gifted and talented

2. How was the Agricultural and Mechanical College in Auburn funded?
a. donations from plantation owners
b. a tax on fertilizer
c. the state lottery
d. the students’ tuition

3. Who was the first president of the National Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs?
a. Pattie Ruffner Jacobs
b. Margaret Murray Washington
c. Susan B. Anthony
d. Harriet Tubman

Materials Needed:
Graphic organizer Education and Culture

Online Related Media (Explore More): N/A

Article Background Information: Alabama has a rich cultural heritage. Explain to students
that in today’s article, they will begin to explore different aspects of this heritage and how
architecture, arts, and folklore have played an important part in Alabama’s history.
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Article 3: Architecture, Arts, and Folklore
Word Count: 257

Lesson Plan:
1. Have the students read the title of the article. As a class, decide what you will be

reading about today according to the title.
2. Play one of the jazz selections of music from related media. After a few minutes ask

the students what they notice about the music and what instruments they hear.
3. Show them the video “What Is Jazz Music? Intro.” Have the students turn to a

partner and share what they liked or didn’t like about this music and then share
what kind of music they do like.

4. Next, have the student read the article and highlight any descriptions of Alabama's
architecture, art, and folklore.

5. Optional activity: There is an extended reading article and a graphic organizer
Anansi and the Pot of Wisdom connected to this lesson plan. Both are folklore tales
that you could share with students as examples. Have the students describe what
the moral of each story is.

6. Hand out the graphic organizer Comparing Cultures. Tell the students that they are
going to be sharing their culture with each other. Have the students complete the
organizer and complete the writing prompt on the second page. Display work for
others to see.

Article Assessment Questions:
1. What does the article say affected Alabama’s architecture?

a. the decisions of city planning commissions
b. the time period and region houses and buildings were built in
c. the pictures of homes in popular magazines of the time
d. the religion of the people who were building houses at the time

2. What kind of music does the article not list?
a. jazz
b. blues
c. sacred harp music
d. bluegrass

3. What kinds of structures were built when money was scarce?
a. Greek revival
b. brick
c. clapboard
d. Gothic

Materials Needed:
Graphic organizer Comparing Cultures
Graphic organizer Anansi and the Pot of Wisdom
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Online Related Media (Explore More): N/A
Video: “What Is Jazz Music? Intro”
Audio: “Jazz Music: Stardust by U.S. Army Blues”
Audio: “Jazz Music: Kellis Number by U.S. Army Blues”

Extended Reading Articles:
How Water Spider Shared Fire

Article Background Information: Today’s topic includes materials that relate to laws that
were passed in Southern and many Northern states after the end of Reconstruction. It is
important to stress to students that the term “Jim Crow” is a derogatory term, and while it
isn’t clear how, the term became the descriptor for these laws and era. It is also worth
explaining that terms that were used in previous eras may not have been considered
disrespectful then (for example the terms “negro” and “colored people” are used as part
of the NAACP), but are not used today.

Article 4: Jim Crow Laws
Word Count: 305

Lesson Plan:
1. Explain to students that after the U.S. Civil War and Reconstruction Era, many states

in the United States both in the South and many states in the North passed laws that
discriminated against Black Americans. These laws and this time period were called
the “Jim Crow Era” and lasted almost 100 years in the United States. Explain to
students that “Jim Crow” is not a person, it was a disrespectful term.

2. As a class, read the article. This article is written as a timeline for students to
understand this time period.

3. After reading the article, have students complete the timeline activity. Hand out
the graphic organizer Jim Crow Information. Explain to students that they will either
fill in the date or the event, depending on what is not filled in on the timeline.
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Article Assessment Questions:
1. What did the Supreme Court rule in Plessy v. Ferguson?

a. that African Americans could only own property in Oklahoma
b. that segregation was legal as long as the things available to Black people

and white people were equal
c. that the term “Jim Crow” be applied to all laws that disadvantaged African

Americans
d. that the 13th Amendment to the Constitution was legal

2. Who inspired the Congress of Racial Equality?
a. the Native American holy man Black Elk
b. the African American writer Zora Neale Hurston
c. the Indian activist Mahatma Gandhi
d. the African American sociologist W.E.B. Du Bios

3. When did the Supreme Court end segregation in schools?
a. 1932
b. 1945
c. 1954
d. 1967

Materials Needed:
Graphic organizer Jim Crow Information

Online Related Media (Explore More): N/A

Article Background Information: This article celebrates the scientific innovation of George
Washington Carver, who spent the majority of his scientific career at Tuskegee University in
Alabama, as well as the innovations by Alabaman farmers to combat the boll weevil, an
insect that nearly destroyed Alabama’s agricultural industry.

Article 5: Agricultural Innovations
Word Count: 248

Lesson Plan:
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1. Ask students if they have ever heard of the boll weevil.
2. Show students an image of a boll weevil. Explain to students that the boll weevil

females lay their eggs in cotton plants, which destroy the plant and the seeds of
the plant. This little insect almost destroyed the entire state of Alabama’s
agriculture industry!

3. Now ask students if they have heard the phrase, “Don’t put all your eggs in one
basket.”

4. Ask students what they think that phrase means. Explain to them that the phrase is
a warning to not invest all of their energy or resources into only one thing. It’s best
to have a back up plan. Provide an example that they might relate to: If you’re
working on a group project and only one student keeps all of the work, what will
happen if that student is sick on the day of your presentation?

5. Have students preview the article, noting any vocabulary and images.
6. Read the article as a class or in pairs, having students underline or highlight

information key details in the text.
7. Put the students into groups and have them discuss or collaborate, answers to the

following prompts. Monitor student conversations for misconceptions.
a. How did boll weevils affect the economy of Alabama farmers?
b. What influence did George Washington Carver have in Alabama?
c. What is the purpose of crop rotation?
d. How did crop rotation affect Alabama’s crops and economy?
e. What were some benefits of rowing diversified crops?
f. Why is the boll weevil important to Alabama’s history?
g. Make an inference: What kinds of crops might you find growing in Coffee

County?
h. How does the phrase “Don’t put all of your eggs in one basket” relate to this

article?

Article Assessment Questions:
1. Which invention was George Washington Carver not associated with?

a. peanut butter
b. crop rotation
c. soil testing
d. crop diversification

2. What did the people of Enterprise, Coffee County, build a statue to?
a. the coffee bean
b. John Breckinridge
c. the cotton gin
d. the boll weevil

3. Where did George Washington Carver work?
a. Alabama State Agriculture Commission
b. Tuskegee Institute
c. Congress of Racial Equality
d. Huntsville Technical College
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Materials Needed: N/A

Online Related Media (Explore More): N/A

Article Background Information: This article helps bring to life famous Alabamans who not
only helped shape Alabama as a state, but made major contributions to the United States
as well. Students may recognize some of the names on the list, but it is important to note
that while some may be new, they all are important. This lesson will require additional
pacing for the students, as there are two parts to the lesson: the graphic organizer and
the creation of the student poster.

Article 6: Men and Women Who Shaped a New Century
Word Count: 802

Lesson Plan:
For this lesson, students will create posters representing one of the individuals described in
this article. Please pace this lesson accordingly.

1. List the following names on the board: Helen Keller, Maria Fearing, William Pettiford,
W.C. Handy, Robert Van de Graaff, and Richmond Pearson Hobson.

2. Next, ask students if they know what these people have in common. Tell students
that each of these people played a part in Alabama’s history, as well as the history
of the United States.

3. Inform students that each of them will become an expert on one of these
individuals and their job will be to teach their classmates about them.

4. Divide the class into six groups and assign each group a person to read and learn
about.

a. Helen Keller
b. Maria Fearing
c. William Pettiford
d. W.C. Handy
e. Robert Van de Graaff
f. Richmond Pearson Hobson

5. Have students read their assigned article and highlight information that answers the
following questions:

a. Why was this person important to the development of Alabama?
b. What are three or five facts about this person I should share?
c. What images should be used in creating the poster?

6. Students will now create a poster or some other graphic that will educate their
classmates about their assigned historical figure.

7. When all students have completed their poster, have them get into groups where
each historical figure is represented and have students share their posters.

Article Assessment Questions:
1. How long did Maria Fearing spend in Africa running a school for homeless girls?

a. 10 years
b. 15 years
c. 20 years
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d. 25 years
2. Who was known as the “Father of the Blues”?

a. Robert Van De Graff
b. W. C. Handy
c. William Pettiford
d. Richmond Pearson Hobson

3. If you touch a Van De Graff generator while it is going, what will happen?
a. You’ll make electromagnetic waves.
b. It will tell you your weight.
c. Your hair will stand on end.
d. It will send a telegram.

Materials Needed:
Poster paper

Online Related Media (Explore More): N/A

Additional Answer Keys:

Notes, Questions, Ideas graphic organizer:
Answers will be generated from students' own thoughts and ideas for this organizer.

Education and Culture graphic organizer
1. Normal schools were built to educate and train teachers.
2. Land grant schools were schools built on land granted by the government for

students to be educated in agriculture and mechanical arts.
3. Leader in civil rights, graduated college, opened the Tuskegee Institute
4. Founder of National Federation of Colored Women's Clubs, married to Booker T.

Washington, started a school for boys and one for girls
5. Begins the Equal Rights Suffrage Association, gave speeches across the country,

pushed for the rights for women to vote

Comparing Cultures graphic organizer
Students will create this organizer using their own personal information.

Jim Crow Information graphic organizer
1. 1865
2. Reconstruction
3. Plessy v. Ferguson
4. 1909
5. World War I, 1917-1919
6. Congress of Racial Equality
7. Tuskegee Airmen
8. 1954
9. Civil Right Act
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Name ___________________________________________________________ Date _____________

Alabama Studies Weekly: Past and Present

A New Century
Week 20 Assessment

1. Which of the following was not one of the Populist Party’s ideas?

a. lower railroad rates on farm products

b. put more money into circulation

c. repeal the 17th Amendment

d. allow all voters to vote on U.S. senators

2. What two new kinds of schools were founded in Alabama in 1872?

a. culinary school and journalism college

b. performing arts school and political science college

c. theology school and anthropology college

d. normal school and land grant college

3. What was Booker T. Washington’s new educational idea?

a. frequent testing

b. learning by doing

c. mind palace technique

d. mind-body connection

4. How many years passed between when Pattie Ruffner Jacobs started the Birmingham

Equal Suffrage Association and when women received the right to vote?

a. 3

b. 6

c. 9

d. 12
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5. What is a dogtrot house?

a. a building next to a dog race track

b. a house with a dog kennel out back

c. a house just a “dog trot” away from Main Street

d. a house where early settlers lived

6. How did some Southern governments find a way to discriminate against African

Americans after the Civil War?

a. They rewrote their constitution.

b. They sneaked discriminatory laws into larger Congressional bills.

c. They closed down the State Ethics Administration buildings.

d. They kept using pre-Civil War law books.

7. Approximately how many African American soldiers served between 1917–1919 in

World War II?

a. 3,500

b. 35,000

c. 350,000

d. 3,500,000

8. Which person started first grade as a 33-year-old, but ended up becoming a teacher in

Africa?

a. Richmond Pearson Hobson

b. W. C. Handy

c. Helen Keller

d. Maria Fearing

9. Fill in the blank. Helen Keller was the first deaf and blind person to graduate from

_____________.

college; preschool; high school; middle school

10. Jim Crow laws were laws segregating and discriminating against African Americans.

True False
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