
Place: Human CharacteristicsPlace: Human Characteristics



How have the physical 
features of Michigan 
influenced the development 
and distribution of human 
characteristics in Michigan?

Weekly QuestionWeekly Question



What are the ways we describe a place?

What are two categories that help describe a place?

Review Time Review Time 



• rivers
• mountains 
• forests
• lakes 
• coastlines

Physical Characteristics Human Characteristics



Political Characteristics
Political characteristics of a place, 
including cities, states, and countries, are 
organized by where people live. These 
characteristics can be seen on a political 
map. Political maps show the borders of 
cities, states, and countries. A political 
map can also show how some borders 
have been created using the physical 
characteristics near them. For example, 
oceans, rivers, and mountain ranges can 
also create borders of countries or states. 
These borders help us by showing where 
one area stops and a new one begins.



Think-Pair-Share Think-Pair-Share 

Think: Why are states examples 
of political characteristics and not 
physical characteristics? 

Share your answer with a peer.



Political Map of Michigan Political Map of Michigan 



Collaborative Partner Activity Collaborative Partner Activity 



Why do people do the work they do? 

QuestionQuestion





What kind of place do we live in? Rural, urban, or suburban?

Vocabulary to Remember Vocabulary to Remember 

rural: describing an area that has large spaces of 
undeveloped land

urban: describing areas where many people want to live in 
one location, such as a large city 

suburban: describing an area that is formed when there are 
fewer businesses, with many people living in one location



Physical Map of MichiganPhysical Map of Michigan

Where on the map do 
you think agriculture is a 
common job? Why?

Why do you think people live 
in cities? What kinds of jobs 
are more common in cities?



AgricultureAgriculture IndustryIndustry ServicesServices











The Grand River 
runs through the 
city; Park Lake and 
Lake Lansing. 

cold winters and 
humid summers 

wildflowers, 
meadows, and 
wetlands to help 
grow different 
plants 

variety of animals 
to support



What are Physical and Human Characteristics?

Mackinac Bridge

Detroit

Grand River

Old Mission Lighthouse

Island Park

Lake Lansing ParkLake Michigan

ReviewReview





How have the physical 
features of Michigan 
influenced the development 
and distribution of human 
characteristics in Michigan?

Exit TicketExit Ticket



Writing Rubric: How did you do?Writing Rubric: How did you do?

4 3 2 1
I was on target for 

the assignment.

I expanded on the 
ideas or shared 
with a partner.

I did my best work.

I turned my 
assignment in. 

Check the appropriate box to evaluate your work. 



Inquiry Arc
Dimension 1: 

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Dimension 2: 
Applying Disciplinary Tools 

and Concepts

Dimension 3: 
Evaluating Sources 
and Using Evidence

Dimension 4: 
Communicating Conclusions 
and Taking Informed Action

Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries

Civics Gathering and 
Evaluating Sources

Communicating and 
Critiquing ConclusionsEconomics

Geography Developing Claims 
and Using Evidence Taking Informed Action

History
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