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 ÒThe Civil War ended when General Robert E. Lee surrendered at the 
Appomattox Court House,Ó said Ms. Johnson. ÒThere, General Lee of 
the Confederate Army and General S. Ulysses Grant of the Union Army 
talked about the surrender of the South. At that point in the war, the South 
was torn apart. One in four southern men had died. A huge amount of 
damage had also been done to property and roadways.Ó

ÒYes, I remember that,Ó said Natalia to the class.
ÒYou remember that? You talk a little as if you were there!Ó said

Ms. Johnson.
Natalia blushed and shrugged. She turned to Steven. StevenÕs 

eyebrows raised. ÒYou were there, werenÕt you?Ó he whispered.
�´�,���V�X�U�H���Z�D�V���µ���V�D�L�G���1�D�W�D�O�L�D�����´�,�·�O�O���À���O�O���\�R�X���L�Q���D�I�W�H�U���F�O�D�V�V���µ
ÒSteven, Natalia,Ó said Ms. Johnson, Òis there something youÕd like to 

share with the class?Ó
ÒWell,Ó said Natalia,Óthe main thing I remember about Appomattox is 

how respectful the generals were to each other. General Lee had lost the 
battle, but General Grant dealt with him in a way that let LeeÕs soldiers 
keep their dignity. Even though they were on different sides of the war, I 
think Grant really respected Lee. In the surrender, Grant let LeeÕs soldiers 
keep their horses, their food, and even some of their sidearms.Ó

ÒYes,Ó said Ms. Johnson. Some of the respect that people would need 
to have for each other in the years after the war was on display between 
the two generals at Appomattox.Ó

ÒAfter the war?Ó asked Steven. ÒDidnÕt everyone just go home and go 
about their lives?Ó

ÒThey tried, but it took many years to heal the damage done by the 
war,Ó said Ms. Johnson. ÒWe use a special word to describe that time. We 
call it Reconstruction.Ó

ÒSeems like a good name for it,Ó said Natalia.
ÒAppropriate, isnÕt it?Ó said Ms. Johnson. ÒAfter all the damage 

done during the Civil War, the South needed to rebuild. The South was 
physically and politically torn apart. A lot of effort and planning went 
into rebuilding.Ó

ÒMs. Johnson, ThereÕs a video at Studies Weekly online about the 
rebuilding of the South, isnÕt there?Ó asked Steven.

ÒYes, there is,Ó said Ms. Johnson. ÒPerhaps we should watch it again.Ó
You can watch the video too! Visit Studies Weekly online and 

look for a video called, ÒFrom Radical Reconstruction to the New 
South Intro.Ó

After the war ended, a famous actor named John 
Wilkes Booth, along with a group of his supporters, 
plotted against the president. The group supported the 
South, and thought that Lincoln was an unjust ruler. 
�$�W���À���U�V�W�����W�K�H�\���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���W�R���N�L�G�Q�D�S���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�����7�K�H�Q�����Z�K�H�Q��
their kidnapping plans didnÕt work, they decided to 
murder him.

On April 14, 1865, just days after the surrender 
of the South, Booth shot Lincoln. He shot him from 
behind, as the president watched a play at FordÕs 
�7�K�H�D�W�H�U���L�Q���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���'���&�����$�I�W�H�U���À���U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���E�X�O�O�H�W����

Booth leaped to the stage of the theater shouting 
the Latin words, ÒSic semper tyrannis!Ó That means 
ÒThus always to tyrants!Ó Then John Wilkes Booth 
�Á���H�G�����,�W���W�R�R�N���O�D�Z�P�H�Q���D�O�P�R�V�W���W�Z�R���Z�H�H�N�V���W�R���À���Q�G���K�L�P����
On April 26th, 1865, he was found hiding in a barn. 
When he would not surrender, he was shot.

The country was shocked by the death of the 
president. His casket rode on a special train from 
�:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���'���&�����W�R���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�·�V���K�R�P�H���L�Q���6�S�U�L�Q�J�À���H�O�G����
Illinois. The journey took three weeks. On the way, 
it stopped in many cities for memorial services. 

Hundreds of thousands of mourners came to see 
LincolnÕs casket. Many people believed that when 
Lincoln was killed, some of the progress made during 
the Civil War for the rights of African Americans 
slowed down.

Today, visitors can see LincolnÕs tomb in 
�6�S�U�L�Q�J�À���H�O�G�����,�O�O�L�Q�R�L�V��

Booth is buried in an unmarked grave at the Booth 
family gravesite in Maryland. Visitors often leave 
pennies on the Booth family gravesite. Can you guess 
why? Think about who is on the front of every penny.

LincolnÕs Death
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